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SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Thursday 10 February 2011 

 
SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – 

MONITORING OF THE FLYING CONTROLS AGREEMENT 
 

Report of the Head of Regeneration and Planning Policy,  
Eastleigh Borough Council 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that this summary of airport operational activity for the 
September to December period of 2010 be noted.  
 

___________________________________________ 
 
SUMMARY  
 
This report summarises the statistics of operational activity at Southampton 
Airport for the September to December period of 2010 provided by BAA 
Southampton in accordance with the Flying Controls Agreement between the 
owners of the airport and the Borough Council. It compares the figures with 
those for the previous year and includes an overview of operational activity for 
the year as a whole. 
 

____________________________________________ 
 

 
Aircraft Movements: September to December 2010  

 

1. The monitoring statistics for this period are set out in the attached 
Appendix prepared by BAA Southampton. The total number of aircraft 
movements during this four-month period was 14,502. This was 254 
fewer than the total over the same period in 2009, a 1.7% decrease. An 
increase in the total number of movements in September and October by 
comparison with 2009 was followed by fewer movements in November 
and December. The adverse weather conditions in December 
undoubtedly contributed significantly to this reduction in the number of 
movements by comparison with 2009. 

2. The movements figure for this period in 2009, 14,756, had been 8.25% 
down on the figure recorded in 2008.  

3. There were just 5 training movements during this four-month period, 2 
fewer than the number recorded in the same period in 2009. 



Eastleigh Borough Council 
 

2 

4. Helicopter movements totalled 69 during this period, 21 more than the 
number recorded in the same period last year but well below the number 
routinely recorded in previous years. 

5. The total number of aircraft movements during 2010, 45,366 was 0.3% 
down on the 45,505 recorded in 2009. This stabilisation in the amount of 
operational activity at the airport follows several years in which the total 
number of movements has fallen. The total number of aircraft 
movements reached almost 64,000 in 2004. It has fallen steadily since, 
initially as a consequence of the almost total cessation of aircraft training 
activity at the airport and the use of aircraft with greater passenger 
capacity and, more recently, the economic recession. 

6. An increase in the number of movements in the summer of 2010 has 
been followed by the reduction in the last couple of months. 

 Movements During Night Hours: September to December 2010 

7. There were 15 aircraft movements during night hours over this four-
month period, 2 of which were exempt from the restrictions in the Flying 
Controls Agreement and 9 of which took place on various dates in 
December. The Agreement allows for up to 10 night movements in any 
calendar month, in addition to ‘exempt’ movements attributable to 
weather conditions or defined emergencies directly affecting that 
movement. The total number of night movements was therefore, overall, 
within the permitted limit, even before any exempt movements are taken 
into account. 

8. Despite the adverse weather conditions throughout December which 
affected the airline industry across the whole country, BAA minimised 
any adverse impact on local residents by continuing to operate within the 
constraints of the Flying Controls Agreement. As is usually the case, the 
majority of the night movements (12 of the 15) took place within 30 
minutes of the formal airport closure time of 11.00pm.  

 Conclusions 

9. Monitoring continues to show airport operational activity to be well within 
the terms of the Flying Controls Agreement. The modest increase in 
operational activity seen in the summer of 2010 was not maintained 
towards the end of the year, although the adverse weather conditions 
undoubtedly had a significant impact on the total number of aircraft 
movements.  

 
PAUL RAMSHAW 

Head of Regeneration and Planning Policy 
 
 
Contact:  Tony Wright 
Tel:  023 8068 8245 
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Email:  tony.wright@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Date:  27 January 2011 
 
Appendices attached: One 


